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1. Background

1.1 At Full Council on 14 February 2018, an amendment to the 2018-19 budget 
was proposed to allocate £50,000 revenue recurring to fund an additional 
member of staff to help to deal with the backlog of applications for rights of 
way modification orders. 

1.2 The amendment was not supported, however the Cabinet Member for Fire, 
Planning and Infrastructure agreed to investigate the issues, including 
timescales and officer capacity, and report back to the Environment and 
Communities Scrutiny Committee on 9 May 2018.

1.3 A report was brought to ECOSC on 9th May 2018 which outlined the current 
backlog of applications for rights of way modification orders and activities 
being taken to reduce it. 

2 Actions arising from Environment Communities Scrutiny Committee 

2.1 The committee asked the Cabinet Member for Fire, Planning and 
Infrastructure to write to the Local Government Association to determine 
whether any work is underway to lobby the Government on the production of 
guidance for the Deregulation Act 2015. A letter was sent in June 2018. The 
reply received from the LGA indicated that this was not something which that 
they had been focussing on, but that they recognised that it will inevitably 
impact on the whole sector and something that they would now be exploring in 
more detail. 

2.2 The committee asked that the Director investigate potential funding for a fixed 
term outreach post to liaise with and proactively manage demand from 
affected organisations and identify options and resources required for 
managing applications ‘post-determination’ (including costs of Public 
Inquiries). As a result this issue has been raised as a pressure for 
consideration through the budget process for 2019/20.

3 Current backlog and recent progress

3.1 There are currently 118 applications for DMMOs which are waiting to be 
resolved. The application process is split into different stages, and the 
following table shows a breakdown of the applications at the different stages. 
It also highlights those undetermined applications which are more than 12 
months old. 

Applications Undetermined Determined
waiting for next stage

Over 12 months old 75 35

Under 12 months 8 0
Total 83 35

3.2 Since May, the Commons and Rights of Way Committee has met twice and 
determined two applications. The Internal Officer Panel, which deals with 



particular sorts of applications has also determined two applications. One 
other application has been dealt with through a different process (section 26 of 
the Highways Act)


